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Book of Micah 

(NASB) 
 

Chapter 1:1-16 
 

1 The word of the LORD which came to Micah of Moresheth in the days of Jotham, 

Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw concerning Samaria and Jerusalem.  
 

Micah > (Strong’s) > Micah or Micaiah or Michah = "who is like God" 
 

 
 

 

Samaria … Jerusalem > In our previous studies we focused mainly on Samaria.  We’ll 

find that in this study we will be focused on both Israel (Samaria) and Judah (Jerusalem). 
 

 

Interesting Biblical comment 

regarding the prophet Micah …  

see Jeremiah 26 (specifically vs. 18) 

Interesting Biblical comment 

regarding the prophet Micah …  

see Jeremiah 26 (specifically vs. 18) 

You will find the prophet Micaiah 

in I Kings 22. 
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2 Hear, O peoples, all of you; Listen, O earth and all it contains, and let the Lord God 

be a witness against you, the Lord from His holy temple. 
 

Hear > (Strong’s) > a primitive root; to hear intelligently (often with implication of 

attention, obedience, etc.; causatively, to tell, etc.) 
 

O peoples, all of you > (Barnes) > Literally, "hear, ye peoples, all of them." 
 

Compare this comment to Micah’s predecessor of the same name in I Kings 22:28 > 
28 Micaiah said, “If you indeed return safely the LORD has not spoken by me.” And he 

said, “Listen, all you people.” 
 

Listen > (Strong’s) > a primitive root; to prick up the ears, i.e. hearken 
 

3 For behold, the LORD is coming forth from His place. He will come down and tread on 

the high places of the earth.  4 The mountains will melt under Him and the valleys will 

be split, like wax before the fire, like water poured down a steep place. 
 

Coming forth > (Wiersbe) > The verb “to come forth” means “to come forth for battle.” 

God opens the court and declares war! 
 

Tread on the high places of the earth > (Clarke)  > Amos 4:13 >  For behold, He who forms 

mountains and creates the wind and declares to man what are His thoughts, He who makes 

dawn into darkness and treads on the high places of the earth, the LORD God of hosts is His 

name. Amos represents Jehovah as a mighty conqueror, issuing from his pavilion, stepping 

from mountain to mountain, which rush down and fill the valleys before him; a consuming 

fire accompanying him, that melts and confounds every hill and dale, and blends all in 

universal confusion.  
 

5 All this is for the rebellion of Jacob and for the sins of the house of Israel. What is 

the rebellion of Jacob? Is it not Samaria? What is the high place of Judah? Is it not 

Jerusalem? 
 

Rebellion > (Strong’s) > pesha > a revolt (national, moral or religious) 
  

 (The following was found in Preceptaustin.org) > Rebellion is inherent in the 

word pesha'. The English word rebellion is ugly and describes open, usually unsuccessful 

defiance or resistance to an established government, in this case God. An open and 

avowed renunciation of the authority of God to Whom one owes his allegiance. Do we 

really understand that this is what we do when we willfully choose to sin against a law 

or commandment that we clearly know?  
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Sins > (Strong’s) > an offence (sometimes habitual sinfulness), 
 

What is the high place … > Isn’t this sad?!?!  Look at the time of the writing … and the 

verses below.  Israel was about to go into captivity for the very sins within which Judah was 

engaged.  How did Judah think he was going to escape?? And the main culprit?  King Ahaz!  

(See the timeline above and then look at II Kings 16).  The salvation for Judah were the 

reforms instituted by King Hezekiah immediately after King Ahaz.  Those reforms and those 

later by Josiah extended the life of Judah. 
  

6 For I will make Samaria a heap of ruins in the open country, planting places for a 

vineyard. I will pour her stones down into the valley and will lay bare her 

foundations. 
 

J Vernon McKee > “I will make Samaria as a heap of the field, and as plantings of a 

vineyard.” That is what it is today. I saw a little vineyard planted by Arabs growing right in 

the ruins of one section of Samaria. There are other places where you can find an orchard 

planted in the ruins and different kinds of trees which were planted here and there. “I will 

pour down the stones thereof into the valley.” I have stood on the acropolis, the very highest 

place in Samaria, and have looked down the steep embankment. Do you know what is 

down there? There are all kinds of pillars and stones that formerly had been hewn out and 

used in buildings. They have been rolled down, down into the valley. “And I will discover 

[uncover] the foundations thereof.” I would like to show you the pictures I took of the 

foundations which were there in the time of Ahab and Jezebel. 
 

7 All of her idols will be smashed, all of her earnings will be burned with fire and all of 

her images I will make desolate, for she collected them from a harlot’s earnings, and to 

the earnings of a harlot they will return. 
 

8 Because of this I must lament and wail, I must go barefoot and naked; I must make a 

lament like the jackals and a mourning like the ostriches. 
 

Mourning like the ostriches > (J Vernon McKee) > I did not know that ostriches mourn until 

several years ago when my wife and I were visiting the San Diego Zoo. We were walking 

around when we heard a mournful sound. It was a very plaintive and pitiful sort of a sound. At 

first I thought an animal had been trapped or hurt in some way …  
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But soon we walked around a bend in the road, and there were the ostriches. They were all 

standing there, just looking around. I didn’t see any reason for their mourning, but they were 

making the most mournful sound I have ever heard. Micah said that he would mourn like the 

ostriches. He would wail like they did. 

William Scully (Atlantic Magazine) > The ostrich emits several sounds, the best-known 

of which is the muffled roar known as the ‘boom’ or the ‘brom,’ which is uttered by the 

male bird—either as a challenge to a rival or as a love-note to the hen. The sound is 

divided into three utterances, the first two being short and the third long, with an 

interval of about a second between. It is generated in a curious manner. The bird shuts 

its beak so tightly that no air can escape; then it empties the lungs into the œsophagus 

through the larynx, inflating the neck for its greater extent. The air thus flows backward 

over the vocal chords. This sound has been compared to ‘mourning’ by the Prophet 

Micah; and at a certain distance, when some of the elements have been subdued, it 

does convey a mournful suggestion.  
 

9 For her wound is incurable, for it has come to Judah; it has reached the gate of my 

people, even to Jerusalem. 
 

10 Tell it not in Gath (tell), weep not at all. At Beth-le-aphrah (house of dust) roll yourself 

in the dust.  
 

11 Go on your way, inhabitant of Shaphir (pleasant), in shameful nakedness. The 

inhabitant of Zaanan does not escape (come out). The lamentation of Beth-ezel (adjoining 

house): “He will take from you its support.” 
 

12 For the inhabitant of Maroth (bitter) becomes weak waiting for good, because a 

calamity has come down from the LORD To the gate of Jerusalem. 

 

13 Harness the chariot to the team of horses, O inhabitant of Lachish (team of horses) — 

She was the beginning of sin to the daughter of Zion— because in you were found 

the rebellious acts of Israel. 
 

14 Therefore you will give parting gifts on behalf of Moresheth (gift or dowry)-gath; the 

houses of Achzib (deception) will become a deception to the kings of Israel. 
 

15 Moreover, I will bring on you the one who takes possession, O inhabitant of 

Mareshah (conqueror). The glory of Israel will enter Adullam. 
 

16 Make yourself bald and cut off your hair, because of the children of your delight; 

Extend your baldness like the eagle, for they will go from you into exile. 
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 Gene Getz translates this verse in a 9-minute video entitled Parental Sins. You can find that  

 video here > https://ssl.bhpublishinggroup.com/QR/GetzBible/0930/ 
 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>  

 

 (Wilkinson) 
 

In some ways, Micah is an Isaiah in miniature. 
Both prophets addressed the same people and problems: compare 

 
Micah 1:2  <>  Isa. 1:2 
Micah 1:9–16  <>  Isa. 10:28–32 
Micah 2:8–9  <>  Isa. 10:2 
Micah 2:12  <>  Isa. 10:10–23 
Micah 2:13  <>  Isa. 52:12 
Micah 3:5–7  <>  Isa. 29:9–12 
Micah 4:1  <>  Isa. 2:2 
Micah 5:2  <>  Isa. 7:14 
Micah 5:4  <>  Isa. 40:11 
Micah 6:6–8  <>  Isa. 58:6–7 
Micah 7:7  <>  Isa. 8:17 
Micah 7:12  <>  Isa. 11:11 
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