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Book of Micah 

(NASB) 
 

Chapter 2:1-13 
 

1 Woe to those who scheme iniquity, who work out evil on their beds! When morning 

comes, they do it, for it is in the power of their hands. 2 They covet fields and 

then seize them, and houses, and take them away. They rob a man and his house, a 

man and his inheritance. 
 

Scheme > (Strong’s) > a primitive root; properly, to plait or interpenetrate, i.e. (literally) to 

weave or (gen.) to fabricate; figuratively, to plot or contrive 
 

Keil and Delitzsch > denotes the sketching out of plans  

(Psalm 36:4 > He plans wickedness upon his bed; he sets himself on a path that is not 

good; he does not despise evil.) 
 

Preceptaustin.org > The LXX uses the verb logizomai, in the present tense, depicting 

these evil doers as continually "calculating" how to attain their nefarious ends. The 

LXX also adds the word kopos, which depicts exhausting physical or mental exertion!  
 

Evil > (Strong’s) > bad or (as noun) evil (natural or moral) 
 

Power > (Strong’s) > strength; as adjective, mighty; especially the Almighty (but used also 

of any deity) 
 

Benson > Because they can do it; because there is none that can hinder them. They 

make their strength the law of justice; and do whatsoever they have a mind to do, 

whether right or wrong, because they have power in their hands.  
 

Preceptaustin.org > "Power in their hand" is a Hebrew idiom composed of 'el (the word 

for God, but also for strength) and yad (the word for "hand") 
 

Violence > (Strong’s) > to pluck off; specifically, to flay, strip or rob 
 

Barnes > rend them away  

I Kings 21 > Ahab, Jezebel, and Naboth’s vineyard 
 

Barnes > "Such is the fire of concupiscence, raging within, that, as those seized by 

burning fevers cannot rest, no bed suffices them, so no houses or fields content these. 

Yet no more than seven feet of earth will suffice them soon. Death only owns, how small 

the frame of man." 
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Septuagint > 
1 They meditated troubles, and wrought wickedness on their beds, and they put 

it in execution with the daylight; for they have not lifted up their hands to God. 2 And they 

desired fields, and plundered orphans, and oppressed families, and spoiled a man and his 

house, even a man and his inheritance. 
 

Barnes > Such had been their habitual doings. They had done all this, he says, as one 

continuous act, up to that time (using Hebrew grammar). They were habitually (Hebrew 

grammar) devisers of iniquity, doers of evil. It was ever-renewed. By night they sinned in 

heart and thought; by day, in act. And so he speaks of it in the present (Hebrew 

grammar). They do it. But, although renewed in fresh acts, it was one unbroken course 

of acting. And so he also uses the form, in which the Hebrews spoke of uninterrupted 

habits, They have coveted, they have robbed, they have taken. Now came God's part. 
 

3 Therefore thus says the LORD, “Behold, I am planning against this family a calamity 

from which you cannot remove your necks; and you will not walk haughtily, for it 

will be an evil time. 
 

Planning > (Strong’s) > a primitive root; properly, to plait or interpenetrate, i.e. (literally) to 

weave or (gen.) to fabricate; figuratively, to plot or contrive  
 

(This is the same word as was translated as scheme in verse 1 above.  They schemed evil 

against their neighbors… the Lord planned a calamity against them.  The Lord knows 

what is going on!) 
 

Family > (Strong’s) > a family, i.e. circle of relatives; figuratively, a class (of persons), a 

species (of animals) or sort (of things) 
 

Calamity > (Strong’s) > bad or (as noun) evil (natural or moral) 
 

(This is the same word as was translated as evil in verse 1 above. Who was it that told us 

> Do onto others as you would have them do unto you?? This remains the Lord’s world!) 
 

4 “On that day they will take up against you a taunt and utter a bitter 

lamentation and say, ‘We are completely destroyed! He exchanges the portion of my 

people; how He removes it from me! To the apostate He apportions our fields.’ 
5 “Therefore you will have no one stretching a measuring line for you by lot in the 

assembly of the LORD. 
 

Taunt > (Strong’s) > proverb, parable 
  

Bitter lamentation > (Strong’s) > wailing lamentation 
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Barnes > No mockery is more cutting or fiendish, than to repeat in jest those words by 

which one bemoans himself. 
 

Destroyed > (Strong’s) a primitive root; properly, to be burly, i.e. (figuratively) powerful 

(passively, impregnable); by implication, to ravage: 
 

Exchanges> (Strong’s) to alter; by implication, to barter, to dispose of 
 

Portion > (Strong’s) properly, smoothness (of the tongue); also an allotment: 
 

Removes > (Strong’s)to withdraw (both literally and figuratively,  
 

He exchanges the portion of my people; how He removes it from me! > (Preceptaustin.org) 

The taunt includes this parody of the powerful who are now powerless "How could God do 

such a thing as to take away my land?" 
 

For you > (Barnes) Thou, in the first instance, is the impenitent Jew of that day. God had 

promised by Hosea to restore Judah; shortly after, the prophet himself foretells it (Micah 

2:12). Now he forewarns these and such as these, that they would have no portion in it. 

They had "neither part nor lot in this matter"  
 

NLT > Others will set your boundaries then, and the Lord's people will have no say in 

how the land is divided 
 

Preceptaustin.org (Literally “casting (the) rope by lot”) - There were 2 ways of returning 

land to the original owner – The Year of Jubilee and by lot. The punishment of these 

men would include even the retraction of the right of drawing lots for the land!  
 

6 ‘Do not speak out,’ so they speak out. But if they do not speak out concerning these 

things, reproaches will not be turned back. 
 

Speak out > (Strong’s) a primitive root; to ooze, i.e. distil gradually; by implication, to fall in 

drops; figuratively, to speak by inspiration 
 

Barnes > Prophesy ye not, literally drop not. Amaziah and the God-opposing party had 

already given an ungodly meaning to the word. "Drop not," "distill not," thus 

unceasingly, these same words, ever warning, ever telling of "lamentation and mourning 

and woe; prophesying not good concerning us, but evil". So their descendants 

commanded the Apostles Act not to speak at all or to teach in the Name of Jesus.  
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7 “Is it being said, O house of Jacob: ‘Is the Spirit of the LORD impatient? Are these His 

doings?’ Do not My words do good to the one walking uprightly? 
 

Impatient > (Strong’s) a primitive root; to dock off, i.e. curtail (transitive or intransitive, 

literal or figurative); especially to harvest (grass or grain) 
 

There is another way of looking at this phrase.  Benson writes > The KJV uses the word 

straitened — Is God’s hand shortened?  This is the same question the Lord asked Moses 

in Numbers 11:23 > 23 The LORD said to Moses, “Is the LORD’S power limited? Now you 

shall see whether My word will come true for you or not.” The word limited is the same 

word as is translated impatient in this verse 
 

‘Is the Spirit of the LORD impatient? Are these His doings?’ > (Clarke) > This is the complaint 

of the Israelites, and a part of the lamentation. Doth it not speak by other persons as well 

as by Micah? Doth it communicate to us such influences as it did formerly? Is it true that 

these evils are threatened by that Spirit? Are these his doings? To which Jehovah answers, 

"Do not my words do good to him that walketh uprightly?" No upright man need fear any 

word spoken by me: my words to such yield instruction and comfort; never dismay. Were 

ye upright, ye would not complain of the words of my prophets. 
 

NET Bible > Does the family of Jacob say, 'The LORD's patience can't be exhausted– he 

would never do such things'? To be sure, my commands bring a reward for those who obey 

them, 
 

8 “Recently My people have arisen as an enemy—you strip the robe off the garment 

from unsuspecting passers-by, from those returned from war. 9 “The women of My 

people you evict, each one from her pleasant house. From her children you take 

My splendor forever. 
 

Recently > (Benson) > AGAINST ME is to be here understood, namely, against God; for this 

is still spoken in the person of God. The sense is more evident in the Hebrew than in our 

translation, namely, But they who were yesterday (or lately) my people rise up (now, or to-

day) as an enemy. Ye pull off the robe with the garment 
 

Strip the robe off the garment > (Barnes) > Ye pull off (strip off violently) the robe with the 

garment - Literally, "over against the cloak." The (Hebrew word describes) the large 

enveloping cloak, which was worn loosely over the other dress, and served by night for a 

covering 
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Evict > (Strong’s) primitive root; to drive out from a possession; especially to expatriate or 

divorce: 
 

Pleasant > (Strong’s) luxury:—delicate, delight, pleasant. 
 

Splendor > (Strong’s) magnificence, i.e. ornament or splendor 
 

Clarke > These two verses may probably relate to the war made on Ahaz by Rezin, king of 

Syria, and Pekah, king of Israel. They fell suddenly upon the Jews; killed in one day one 

hundred and twenty thousand, and took two hundred thousand captive; and carried away 

much spoil. Thus, they rose up against them as enemies, when there was peace between 

the two kingdoms; spoiled them of their goods, carried away men, women, and children, 

till, at the remonstrances of the prophet Oded, they were released. See II Chronicles 28:6. . 
 

10 “Arise and go, for this is no place of rest because of the uncleanness that brings on 

destruction (1x), a painful destruction (2x). 
 

Arise and go > (Preceptaustin.org) Poetic justice indeed! The evictors who wrongly drove 

widows from their homes would be divinely evicted (exiled) from the land which should 

have been a land of rest and blessing. The prophetic warning of Leviticus 18:27, 28 would 

be fulfilled!  
 

Leviticus 18:27, 28 27 (for the men of the land who have been before you have done all 

these abominations, and the land has become defiled); 28 so that the land will not spew you 

out, should you defile it, as it has spewed out the nation which has been before you. 

 

Uncleanness > (Strong’s) religious impurity:—filthiness, unclean (-ness) 
 

Barnes > Literally, because of its pollution, by idolatry, by violence, by uncleanness. So 

Moses (using the same word) says, "the land is defiled" by the abominations of the 

pagan; and warns them, "that the land spue you not out, when you defile it, as it spued 

out the nations which were before you."  

 

Destruction (1x) > (Strong’s) a primitive root; to wind tightly (as a rope), i.e. to bind; 

specifically, by a pledge; figuratively, to pervert, destroy; also to writhe in pain. 
 

Painful > (Strong’s) a primitive root; properly, to press, i.e. (figuratively) to be pungent or 

vehement; to irritate 
 

Destruction (2x) > (Strong’s) a rope (as twisted), especially a measuring line; by implication, 

a district or inheritance (as measured); or a noose (as of cords); figuratively, a company (as 

if tied together); a throe (especially of parturition); also ruin 
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11 “If a man walking after wind and falsehood had told lies and said, ‘I will speak out 

to you concerning wine and liquor,’ he would be spokesman to this people. 
 

Falsehood > (Strong’s) an untruth; by implication, a sham (often adverbial) 
 

Speak out > (Strong’s) a primitive root; to ooze, i.e. distil gradually; by implication, to fall in 

drops; figuratively, to speak by inspiration 
 

12 “I will surely assemble all of you, Jacob, I will surely gather the remnant of Israel. 

I will put them together like sheep in the fold; like a flock in the midst of its pasture 

they will be noisy with men.   
 

Keil and Delitzsch > In Micah 2:12, 13 there follows, altogether without introduction, the 

promise of the future reassembling of the people from their dispersion.  

 

The Septuagint translates these two verses as > 12 Jacob shall be completely gathered 

with all his people: I will surely receive the remnant of Israel; I will cause them to return 

together, as sheep in trouble, as a flock in the midst of their fold: they shall rush forth 

from among men through the breach made before them: 13 they have broken through, and 

passed the gate, and gone out by it: and their king has gone out before them, and the Lord 

shall lead them. 
 

Assemble > (Strong’s) a primitive root; to gather for any purpose; hence, to receive, take 

away, i.e. remove (destroy, leave behind, put up, restore, etc.) 
 

13 “The breaker goes up before them; they break out, pass through the gate and go out 

by it. So their king goes on before them, and the LORD at their head.” 
 

Breaker > (Strong’s) a primitive root; to break out (in many applications, direct and indirect, 

literal and figurative) 
 

When you look at how the word is used in the NASB you will find that many times it 

expresses the results of breaking out.  Words such as: spread, increased, break out, 

became … prosperous, break forth 
  

I can’t close without the following comment found in Preceptaustin.org 
 

HAPORETZ 

THE BREAKER 

THE KING 

THE MESSIAH 

THE HEAD 


