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Book of Zephaniah 
 

Chapter 1:1-18 
 

1  The word of the LORD which came to Zephaniah son of Cushi, son of Gedaliah, son 

of Amariah, son of Hezekiah, in the days of Josiah son of Amon, king of Judah:  
 

 
 

Zephaniah son of Cushi, son of Gedaliah, son of Amariah, son of Hezekiah > (Keil and 

Delitzsch) Zephaniah's family is traced back in the heading to his book through four 

members, namely, to his great-great-grandfather Hezekiah; from which it has been justly 

inferred, that inasmuch as the father only is mentioned as a general rule, Hezekiah must 

have been a celebrated man, and that in all probability the king of that name is intended. 
 

Josiah > We need to look at some passages of scriptures to fully understand Zephaniah in 

the context of the King Josiah.  With the extent of the scriptures needed you might want to 

open your Bible to II Chronicles 34:1 - II Chronicles 35:19. (I’ve included the II Kings 23: 26, 

27 passage.) Here are some of the key insights we want to see. 
 

II Chronicles 34 

 34:1 > Josiah was 8 years old when he began his reign. 

 34:3 > He began his purge when he was 12 years old. 

 34:8 > When he turned 18 he commissioned the repair of the Temple. 

 34:14 > It was during the time above that Hilkiah (the High Priest) found the book of 

the law of the Lord given by Moses. 
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 34:18 > Hilkiah gave the book of the law to Shaphan the scribe to read to King Josiah. 

 34:19 > Once the King heard the contents of the word of the Lord he tore his clothes. 

 34:20 > The King then sent a number of the men to Huldah (the Prophetess) to find 

out the level of anger of the Lord on the nation of Judah. 

 34:23 > The Lord answered Josiah’s inquiry with two clear answers 

o Because of the continual sin of those in Judah He was going to bring evil on 

them 

o Because King Josiah’s heart was tender he would not be around when the evil 

came 

 34:29 > The King read the word of the Lord to the elders, priests, Levites and 

inhabitants 

 34:31 > The King made a covenant with the Lord 

 34:33 > The King started purging the land of all the “abominations” throughout the 

land 
 

II Chronicles 35 

 35:1 > The King celebrated a massive Passover 
 

II Kings 23:26, 27 
 26 However, the LORD did not turn from the fierceness of His great wrath with which 

His anger burned against Judah, because of all the provocations with which Manasseh 

had provoked Him. 27 The LORD said, “I will remove Judah also from My sight, as I 

have removed Israel. And I will cast off Jerusalem, this city which I have chosen, and 

the temple of which I said, ‘My name shall be there.’” 

 

Wiersbe > Some students call this “Josiah’s revival,” but it’s doubtful that “revival” is the 

best word. Certainly the people put away their false gods and returned to the worship of 

Jehovah, but their motivation was not spiritual. Since the king commanded them to 

abandon the foreign gods, the people obeyed more from a fear of the king than a love for 

the Lord. The changes were only on the surface of the nation; the people’s hearts were still 

devoted to the false gods. No sooner was Josiah dead than the nation reverted to their old 

ways. What they experienced was a surface reformation but not a deep revival. 
 

Timing > Think about something … any American who wants to has access to over 30 

different versions of the Bible at any time.  BUT, until the scroll was found in the temple it is 

very possible that Zephaniah did not have access to a copy. However, once it was found he 

certainly used the passages found within it!  Here are the notes from Robertson: 
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Robertson > As the material of Zephaniah is studied carefully, the wealth of phraseology 

paralleling expressions in the law book of Deuteronomy is quite remarkable. These parallels 

relate not merely to single words, but to larger phrasings of thought. Particular phrases 

include the following:  

1. “And they shall build houses, and they shall not dwell (in them)” (Zeph. 1:13)  

a. “And a house you shall build, but you shall not dwell in it” (Deut. 28:30)  

2. “And they shall plant vineyards, but they shall not drink their wine” (Zeph. 1:13)  

a. “Vineyards you shall plant and you shall serve, but (their) wine you shall not drink, 

and not shall you glean” (Deut. 28:39)  

3. “A day of constraint and distress” (Zeph. 1:15)  

a. “In the constraint and in the distress by which your enemy will distress you” (Deut. 

28:53, 55, 57)  

4. “A day of darkness and thick darkness, a day of cloud and thick cloud” (Zeph. 1:15)  

a. “(The mountain) … (with) darkness, cloud, and thick cloud” (Deut. 4:11)  

5. “And they shall walk as blind men” (Zeph. 1:17)  

a. “And you shall be groping … as a blind man gropes” (Deut. 28:29)  

6. “And in the fire of his jealousy all the earth shall be consumed” (Zeph. 1:18)  

a. “They have provoked me to jealousy … fire is kindled in my wrath, and it shall 

consume the earth and its produce” (Deut. 32:21–22)  

7. “Yahweh (is) righteous … he will not do iniquity” (Zeph. 3:5)  

a. “A God … who does no iniquity, righteous and just (is) he” (Deut. 32:4)  

8. “He will rejoice over you with singing” (Zeph. 3:17)  

a. “As he rejoiced over you to do you good … Yahweh will rejoice over you to destroy 

you” (Deut. 28:63) “Yahweh will return to rejoice over you for good” (Deut. 30:9)  

9. “And I shall set them for a praise and for a name” (Zeph. 3:19) “For I shall set you for a 

name and for praise among all the peoples of the earth” (Zeph. 3:20)  

a. “And to set you high above all the nations which he has made for a praise and for 

a name” (Deut. 26:19). 
 

Timing (cont.) The above almost word-for-word quotations and his message in his book 

really seems to indicate Zephaniah was given his prophecy after King Josiah was given the 

scroll at 18 years old (Robertson dates that time as 622 BC) and the destruction of Nineveh 

(612 BC) predicted by the prophet in Zephaniah 2:13. That narrows down the date of the 

writing of Zephaniah to a 10 year period. 
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The message of the book > As you read Zephaniah’s quotes from the first chapter, and 

compare them to the passages from II Chronicles and II Kings it is evident that the Lord’s 

message is one of warning. We will find that the Lord targets the world around Zephaniah 

… but He specifically goes after the sins found in Jerusalem. 
 

Barnes > Zephaniah foretells the wider destruction of enemies of God's people on all 
sides - of Philistia, Moab, Ammon, on each side of them, and the distant nations on 
either side, Ethiopia (which then included Egypt) and Assyria. All these particular 
judgments contain principles of God's judgments at all times. But in Zephaniah they 
seem all to converge in the love of God for the remnant of His people. The nation he 
calls "a nation not desired" (Zephaniah 2:1). 

 

2 “I will completely remove all things from the face of the earth,” declares the LORD. 
  

I will completely remove … > (Constable) Yahweh revealed that He would "completely 
remove" everything "from the face of the earth" (cf. II Peter 3:10-12). This is one of the 
most explicit announcements of the total devastation of planet Earth in the Old Testament. 
While it may involve some hyperbole, it clearly seems to foretell a worldwide judgment. 

 

3 “I will remove man and beast; I will remove the birds of the sky and the fish of the 

sea, and the ruins along with the wicked; and I will cut off man from the face of 

the earth,” declares the LORD. 
 

I will remove … > (DeRoche) The Lord repeated that He would "cut-off man" to make that 
fact indisputable. This would be a reversal of Creation (cf. Gen. 1:20-26). The order in which 
things are listed for destruction is exactly the reverse from which they appear in the 
Creation narrative. 

 

4 “So I will stretch out My hand against Judah and against all the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem. And I will cut off the remnant of Baal from this place, and the names of 

the idolatrous priests along with the priests. 5 “And those who bow down on 

the housetops to the host of heaven, and those who bow down and swear to 

the LORD and yet swear by Milcom, 6 And those who have turned back from following 

the LORD, and those who have not sought the LORD or inquired of Him.” 
  

 The Lord is very clear on “Why” the destruction is coming: 
 Those that worship Baal 

 The priests that lead that worship 

 Those that worship the “hosts of heaven” 

 Those that say they worship God yet swear by Milcom (better known as Molock) 

 Those who have turned back on following the Lord 

 Those have not sought the Lord or submitted to Him 
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Hanna > The prophet identified three types of idolatry: "the overtly pagan, the 
syncretistic (an amalgamation), and the religiously indifferent." Practitioners of all three 
would draw punishment from Yahweh. 

 

7 Be silent before the Lord GOD! For the day of the LORD is near, for the LORD has 

prepared a sacrifice, He has consecrated His guests. 
 

Be silent > (Strong’s) to hush 
 

For the day of the Lord is near > (Constable) This is Zephaniah's first reference to "the day 
of the LORD," to which he referred 24 times in this book. (19x it references it as a time of 
judgment; 5x as a time of blessing.) 

 

For the Lord has prepared a sacrifice > (Keil and Delitzsch) The sacrifice which God has 

prepared is the Jewish nation; those who are invited to this sacrificial meal ("called," 1 

Samuel 9:13) are not beasts and birds of prey, as in Ezekiel 39:17, but the nations which He 

has consecrated to war that they may consume Jacob (Jeremiah 10:25). 
 

8 “Then it will come about on the day of the LORD’S sacrifice that I will punish the 

princes, the king’s sons and all who clothe themselves with foreign garments. 
 

That I will punish the Princes, … > (Constable) Josiah's sons did indeed suffer Yahweh's 
punishment.  
 Jehoahaz was taken captive to Egypt (2 Kings 23:34).  
 Jehoiakim was defeated by Nebuchadnezzar and died in Jerusalem (2 Kings 24:1-6).  
 Josiah's grandson, Jehoiachin, was taken captive to Babylon (2 Kings 24:8-16).  
 The last son of Josiah to rule over Judah, Zedekiah, was blinded and, also, taken captive 

to Babylon (2 Kings 24:18—25:7). 
 

Foreign garments > (Benson) There were peculiar vestments belonging to the worship of 

each idol; hence the command of Jehu, 2 Kings 10:22 > Bring forth vestments for all the 

worshippers of Baal.  
 

9 “And I will punish on that day all who leap on the temple threshold, who fill the 

house of their lord with violence and deceit. 
 

Leap on the temple threshold > (Benson) The expression is thought to denote some 
idolatrous rite, like that which was practiced in the temple of Dagon, where the priests did 
not tread upon the threshold 
 

10 “On that day,” declares the LORD, “There will be the sound of a cry from the Fish 

Gate, a wail from the Second Quarter, and a loud crash from the hills. 
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 Cry > (Strong’s) shriek 
 

Fish-gate > (Clarke) This gate, which is mentioned Nehemiah 3:3, was opposite to Joppa; 

and perhaps the way in which the news came of the irruption of the Chaldean army, the 

great crashing from the hills 

  

Constable > The "Fish Gate" was the gate through which the fishermen normally 
entered the city with their catches. It was a gate that pierced Jerusalem's north wall 
close to the fish market (cf. 2 Chron. 33:14; Neh. 3:3; 12:39). It was probably through 
this gate that Nebuchadnezzar entered Jerusalem, since he invaded it from the north. 
The modern name of this gate is the Damascus Gate. 

 

 Wail > (Strong’s) howling 
 

 Loud crash > (Strong’s) great breaking (fracture, crushing, crash) 
 

The Septuagint relays the cause of the cries > 10And there shall be in that day, saith the 

Lord, the sound of a cry from the gate of men slaying, and a howling from the second gate, 

and a great crashing from the hills. 
 

11 “Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar, for all the people of Canaan will be silenced; 

All who weigh out silver will be cut off. 
 

Wail, O inhabitants of the Mortar > (Clarke) Calmet says this signifies a mortar, or a rock in 

form of a mortar, and was the name of a quarter of Jerusalem where they hulled rice, corn, 

etc., according to St. Jerome. Some think the city of Jerusalem is meant, where the 

inhabitants should be beat and pounded to death as grain is pounded in a mortar. 
 

(Clarke continues) Newcome translates it, the lower city, and considers it the valley in 
Jerusalem, which divided the upper from the lower city. 

 

For all the people of Canaan will be silenced > The Septuagint translates this as > for all the 

people has become like Chanaan (Canaan). 

 

All who weigh out silver will be cut off > (Barnes) Literally, "all laden with". The silver, 

wherewith they lade themselves, being gotten amiss, is a load upon them, weighing them 

down until they are destroyed. 
 

12 “It will come about at that time that I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will 

punish the men who are stagnant in spirit, who say in their hearts, ‘The LORD will not 

do good or evil!’ 
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I will search > (Barnes) literally "diligently". The word is always used of a minute diligent 

search, whereby places, persons, things, are searched and sifted one by one in every 

corner, until it be found whether a thing be there or no. 
 

Stagnant > The KJV uses the word “lees”.   

 Barnes explains the usage this way > The lees are the refuse of the wine, yet stored 

up (so the word means) with it, and the wine rests, as it were, upon them.   

 Webster’s definition has it as > the sediment of a liquor (such as wine) during 

fermentation and aging: Dregs. 

 

Clarke > Those who are careless, satisfied with the goods of this life; who trust in 

their riches, and are completely irreligious; who, while they acknowledge that there 

is a God, think, like the Aristotelians, that he is so supremely happy in the 

contemplation of his own excellences, that he feels it beneath his dignity to concern 

himself with the affairs of mortals. 
 

Keil and Delitzsch > Good wine, when it remains for a long time upon its lees, 

becomes stronger; but bad wine becomes harsher and thicker. 
 

The Septuagint translates this phrase as > and will take vengeance on the men that 

despise the things committed to them 
 

13 “Moreover, their wealth will become plunder and their houses desolate; Yes, they 

will build houses but not inhabit them, and plant vineyards but not drink their wine.” 
 

Their wealth > (Barnes) literally "and their strength". 
 

Yes, they will build houses but … > Remember this passage used in our opening 

illustration?  Zephaniah is quoting from the scroll! 

 “And a house you shall build, but you shall not dwell in it” (Deut. 28:30)  

 “Vineyards you shall plant and you shall serve, but (their) wine you shall not drink, 

and not shall you glean” (Deut. 28:39)  
 

14 Near is the great day of the LORD, near and coming very quickly; Listen, the day of 

the LORD! In it the warrior cries out bitterly. 
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The great day of the Lord > (Constable) Zephaniah reported that this "great day of the 
LORD" was "near," very near, and "coming very quickly." His hearers needed to realize that 
it would be a day in which Yahweh would act. When it came, warriors would cry out bitterly 
because that day would involve fierce fighting. The first deportation of Judeans to Babylon 
came in 605 B.C., not many years from whenever Zephaniah must have first announced this 
message. 

 

 (Remember > the writing of the book was somewhere between 622 and 612 BC … 605 
BC would have been VERY close!  And the next two verses describe that period.) 

 

15  A day of wrath is that day,  

 a day of trouble and distress,  

 a day of destruction and desolation,  

 a day of darkness and gloom,  

 a day of clouds and thick darkness,  
16  A day of trumpet and battle cry against the fortified cities and the high corner

 towers. 
 

Constable > The prophet wanted to emphasize, even more strongly, the danger his 
complacent hearers faced. He described the effects of "the day of wrath" on people by 
using five synonymous word pairs. 

 

17 I will bring distress on men so that they will walk like the blind, because they have 

sinned against the LORD; and their blood will be poured out like dust and their flesh 

like dung. 
 

So that they will walk like the blind > “And you shall be groping … as a blind man gropes” 

(Deut. 28:29)  
 

18 Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to deliver them on the day of the 

Lord’s wrath; and all the earth will be devoured in the fire of His jealousy, for He 

will make a complete end, indeed a terrifying one, of all the inhabitants of the earth. 
 

Barnes > Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them in the day of the 

Lord's wrath - Gain unjustly gotten was the cause of their destruction. For, as Ezekiel closes 

the like description; "They shall cast their silver into the streets, and their gold shall be 

removed; their silver and their gold shall not be able to deliver them in the day of the wrath 

of the Lord; they shall not satisfy their souls nor fill their bowels: "because it is the 

stumbling-block of their iniquity" Ezekiel 7:19. 
 

 

 



(9.) 

 

And all the earth … > Remember verse 2? (I will completely remove all things from the face 

of the earth,” declares the LORD.)  As with so many of the prophecies we have seen 
throughout these studies … this one is in the future and is referenced throughout the New 
Testament. 


