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Book of Zechariah 
 

Chapter 13:1-9 
 

1 “On that day a fountain will be opened for the house of David and for the 

inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for defilement. 
 

On that day > This verse is tied to the conclusion of the last chapter > Zech. 12:10-14 > 
10 “And I will pour out on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem [h]the 

Spirit of grace and of pleading, so that they will look at Me whom they pierced; and they will 

mourn for Him, like one mourning for an only son, and they will weep bitterly over Him like 

the bitter weeping over a firstborn11 On that day the mourning in Jerusalem will be great, 

like the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the [i]plain of [j]Megiddo. 12 The land will mourn, 

every family by itself; the family of the house of David by itself and their wives by 

themselves; the family of the house of Nathan by itself and their wives by themselves; 13 the 

family of the house of Levi by itself and their wives by themselves; the family of the Shimeites 

by itself and their wives by themselves; 14 all the families that are left, every family by itself, 

and their wives by themselves. 
 

Matthew Henry - In that day, when the Spirit of grace is poured out to set them a 

mourning for their sins, they shall not mourn as those who have no hope, but they shall 

have their sins pardoned, and the comfort of their pardon in their bosoms. Their 

consciences shall be purified and pacified by the blood of Christ, which cleanses from all 

sin, 1 John 1:7-note. For Christ is exalted to give both repentance and remission of sins 

and where he gives the one no doubt he gives the other. This fountain opened is the 

pierced side of Jesus Christ, spoken of just before (Zechariah 12:10-note), for thence 

came there out blood and water, and both for cleansing (cf John 19:34). And those 

who look upon Christ pierced, and mourn for their sins that pierced him, and are 

therefore in bitterness for him, may look again upon Christ pierced and rejoice in him, 

because it pleased the Lord thus to smite this rock, that it might be to us a fountain of 

living waters. (cf Ex 17:6 "Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb; and 

you shall strike the rock, [cf  Deut. 32:15] and water will come out of it, that the people 

may drink. And Moses did so in the sight of the elders of Israel." cf 1 Cor 10:4 "all drank 

the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed 

them; and the rock was Christ.") 

 

Fountain > (Strong’s) properly, something dug, 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zechariah%2012&version=NASB#fen-NASB-23056h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zechariah%2012&version=NASB#fen-NASB-23057i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Zechariah%2012&version=NASB#fen-NASB-23057j


(2.) 

 

Spurgeon > According to the verse before us this provision is inexhaustible. There is a 
fountain opened; not a cistern nor a reservoir, but a fountain. 

 

Wiersbe > Isaiah had admonished the nation, “Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean; 

put away the evil of your doings from before My eyes” (Isa. 1:16NKJV), but they refused 

to listen. Jeremiah had pleaded with his people, “O Jerusalem, wash your heart from 

wickedness, that you may be saved” (Jer. 4:14NKJV), but they wouldn’t obey. But now, 

in response to Israel’s repentance and faith, the Lord will wash them clean! 
 

 
 

A fountain will be opened > (Precept Austin) This verse is the basis for William Cowper's 
beloved hymn There Is A Fountain Filled with Blood. 

 

2 “And it will come about on that day,” declares the LORD of armies, “that I 

will eliminate the names of the idols from the land, and they will no longer be 

remembered; and I will also remove the prophets and the unclean spirit from the land.  
 

Eliminate > (Strong’s) to cut (off, down or asunder); by implication, to destroy or consume 
 

Idols … Prophets > (Precept Austin) John records that in the period immediately preceding 
the establishment of the Millennial Kingdom men will worship demons to a degree never 

seen in the history of the world... The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, 

did not repent of the works of their hands, so as not to worship demons, and the idols of gold 

and of silver and of brass and of stone and of wood, which can neither see nor hear nor 

walk;  and they did not repent of their murders nor of their sorceries nor of their immorality 

nor of their thefts. (Rev 9:20-21) 
 

Names > (Barnes) it was commanded, "make no mention of the name of other gods, neither 

let it be heard out of thy mouth" Exodus 23:13. And Joshua names it in his dying charge to 

Israel, "Be ye therefore very strong to keep and to are all that is written in the book of the law 

of Moses - either make mention of the name of their gods, nor cause to swear by 

them" Joshua 23:6-7. 
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3 And if anyone still prophesies, then his father and mother who gave birth to him will 

say to him, ‘You shall not live, because you have spoken falsely in the name of 

the LORD’; and his father and mother who gave birth to him shall pierce him through 

when he prophesies.  
 

Still > Consider this in the light of the previous verse.  In verse 2 the Lord said He will 

remove the prophets and the unclean spirit from the land.  This verse opens with “And if 

anyone still prophesies …” there will be repercussions.  
 

And his father and mother… > (Barnes) Deuteronomy 13:6-10 (specifically verse 9) > 
9 Instead, you shall most certainly kill him; your hand shall be first against him to put him to 

death, and afterward the hand of all the people. 
 

Cyril > What aforetime was held in great esteem, is now hated and accursed and held 
intolerable 

 

4 Also it will come about on that day that the prophets will each be ashamed of his 

vision when he prophesies, and they will not put on a hairy robe in order to deceive;  
 

Hairy robe > (Robe > Strong’s) Feminine of 'addiyr; something ample (as a large vine, a wide 
dress); also the same as 'eder -- garment, glory, goodly, mantle, robe. 
 

Wikipedia > Sackcloth (Hebrew ש  saq) is a coarsely woven fabric, usually made קַׂ
of goat's hair. The term in English often connotes the biblical usage, where the Hastings' 
Dictionary of the Bible remarks that haircloth would be more appropriate rendering of 
the Hebrew meaning.  

 

Clarke > Neither shall they wear a rough garment - A rough garment made of goats' hair, 
coarse wool, or the course pile of the camel, was the ordinary garb of God's prophets. 
And the false prophets wore the same; for they pretended to the same gifts, and the 
same spirit, and therefore they wore the same kind of garments. 
 

Precept Austin > Because it would cost them their life, the false prophets will  
1. Jettison their "prophet garb," (verse 4),  
2. Lie about their occupation claiming to be tillers of the ground (verse 5)  
3. Will lie when asked about their scars (on chest or back) (verse 6), claiming others did 

this to them, when the truth was that they had cut themselves in worship of their 
false gods. 

 

5 but he will say, ‘I am not a prophet; I am a cultivator of the ground, because a 

man sold me as a slave in my youth.’ 
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I am not a prophet; I am a cultivator of the ground > (Merrill) The repetition of the first 
person independent personal pronoun ִיכֲֹנא (ʾǎnōkî), “I,” suggests the vigor of his 
protestations. Literally, he will say, “Not a prophet am I; a worker of the soil am I!” That 
farming is not a recent occupation, he says, is evident from the fact that he has been a 
bondman from the days of his youth.  

 

Precept Austin > These false prophets ultimately are deceived as Paul writes describing 

the "last days" (2 Timothy 3:1) "But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to 

worse, deceiving (active voice = willful choice) and (continually) being deceived (passive 
voice = no choice, but the consequence of their active choice)." 

 

6 And someone will say to him, ‘What are these wounds between your arms?’ Then he 

will say, ‘Those with which I was wounded at the house of my friends.’ 
 

What are these wounds between your arms?’ > (Precept Austin) I Kings 18:28 > So they 

cried with a loud voice and cut themselves according to their custom with swords and lances 

until the blood gushed out on them. 
 

7 “Awake, sword, against My Shepherd, and against the Man, My Associate,” Declares 

the LORD of armies. “Strike the Shepherd and the sheep will be scattered; And I will 

turn My hand against the little ones. 8 And it will come about in all the land,” declares 

the LORD, “That two parts in it will be cut off and perish; but the third will be left in 

it. 
 

Precept Austin > In the previous verses, the LORD promised to cleanse His people and to 
cleanse the land, purging sin, idolatry, and false prophecy from all Israel. Now, in the next 
several verses, Zechariah explains how the LORD will cleanse His people. The LORD’s 
provision for cleansing is the crucified Messiah, Jesus Christ. 

 

My Associate > (Feinburg) The designation “My Fellow” is both rare in Scripture and filled 
with much spiritual truth for us. It is found in the Old Testament only here and in Leviticus 
6:2; 18:20; 19:11, 15, 17; 24:19; 25:14, 15, 17. It has reference to persons united in law, 
rights, and privileges. The word comes from a verb “to bind together.’ The Hebrew term for 
“people” (those united in common origin and interest) has the same root. God is speaking 
of One as “My Companion, My Associate, My Friend, My Confidant, the One united to Me, 
the One whom I have associated with Myself, My Equal, My Nearest of Kin.” It would not 
be possible to state in stronger terms the unimpeachable deity of the Messiah of Israel. 

 

Baron > it is interesting to observe that Jewish commentators themselves have admitted 
that the word amith ("my Fellow") implies equality with God only since they own not 
Him who was God and Man they must interpret it of a false claim on the part of 
man, overlooking that it is God Himself who thus speaks of the shepherd of his text.  
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Strike the Shepherd and the sheep will be scattered > (Precept Austin) The Lord Jesus 
quoted this part of the verse, claiming the role of the Shepherd, when he anticipated the 
scattering of His disciples following His death (cf. Matthew 26:31; Matthew 26:56; Mark 
14:27; Mark 14:50). 

 

9 And I will bring the third part through the fire, refine them as silver is refined, and 

test them as gold is tested. They will call on My name, and I will answer them; I will 

say, ‘They are My people,’ And they will say, ‘The LORD is my God.’” 
 

I will bring the third part through the fire > (Constable) The scattering of the sheep would 
result in two-thirds of the flock dying and one-third remaining alive. The Lord would refine 
the surviving one-third in the fires of affliction (cf. Zechariah 3:2; Ezekiel 5:1-12). This 
remnant must be the same group of Israelites, described in Zechariah 12:10 to Zechariah 
13:1, who would turn to God in repentance. Evidently two-thirds of the Jews, the 
unbelieving, will perish during the Tribulation and one-third will live through it and enter 
the Millennium. 

 

Refine > (Strong’s) A primitive root; to fuse (metal), i.e. Refine (literally or figuratively) 
 

Refine them as silver is refined > (Wiersbe) When God puts His own people into the 

furnace, He keeps His eye on the clock and His hand on the thermostat. He knows how 

long and how much 


