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I Corinthians 

 

Chapter 12:1-11 
 

1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be 

unaware. 
  

Spiritual gifts > (Barnes) The word "gifts" is not in the original. The Greek refers to 
"spiritual" things in general, or to anything that is of a spiritual nature. 
 

Constable > "Spiritual gifts" is literally "the spirituals" (Gr. ton pneumatikon). Paul used 
pneumatika when he wanted to emphasize the Spirit, and he used charismata when he 
wanted to stress the gift. 

  

  Constable relays an interesting comment that we need to consider, “For defense of the  
  view that spiritual gifts are ministries rather than abilities, see Kenneth Berding” 
 

Unaware > (Strong’s) to be ignorant, not to know 
 

MacArthur > A thorough examination will yield the truth that spiritual gifts fill two major 

purposes: the permanent gifts edify the church and the temporary gifts are signs to confirm 

the Word of God. 
 

2 You know that when you were pagans, you were led astray to the mute idols, 

however you were led. 3 Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the 

Spirit of God says, “Jesus is accursed”; and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by 

the Holy Spirit. 
 

You were led astray > (Utley) This phrase has two related verbals from the root "to lead”  
... "you were and continue to be led astray." 

 

Accursed > (Constable) anathema > In the Septuagint, anathema means a thing devoted to 
God without being redeemed, something doomed to destruction 

 

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of 

ministries, and the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God who 

works all things in all persons. 
 

Varieties > (Strong’s) a division 
 

Vincent > Only here in the New Testament. It may also be rendered distributions. There 
is no objection to combining both meanings, a distribution of gifts implying a diversity.  

 

Robertson > Old word for distinctions, differences, distributions 
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Gifts > (Strong’s) a gift of grace, a free gift 
 

Ministries > (Strong’s) service, ministry 
 

Robertson > has a general meaning of service as here (Romans 11:13) and a special 
ministration like that of Martha (Luke 10:40) and the collection (1 Corinthians 16:15; 2 
Corinthians 8:4). 

 

Effects > (Strong’s) energema > an effect, operation 
 

Utley > This is a play on the term energēs from which we get the English term energy. Its 
basic meaning is to effectively accomplish a task. 

 

Works > (Strong’s) energeo > to be at work, to work, to do 
 

7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  
 

Manifestation > (Strong’s) disclosure, announcement (the source word is one which means 
> to make visible, make clear) 

 

Common good > (Strong’s) to bring together, to be profitable 
 

Constable > Paul's point here was not that each believer has a gift, though that is true 
(cf. 1 Pet. 4:10). His point was that the Spirit manifests Himself in a great variety of 
ways. 
 

1 Pet. 4:10 >10 As each one has received a special gift, employ it in serving one another 

as good stewards of the multifaceted grace of God. 
 

8 For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word 

of knowledge according to the same Spirit; 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to 

another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 and to another the effecting of miracles, 

and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to 

another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues.  
 

Word of wisdom > (Robertson) logos sophias > Logos is reason, then speech. Wisdom is 
intelligence, then practical action in accord with it. Here it is speech full of God‘s wisdom 
under the impulse of the Spirit of God. 

 

Word of knowledge> (Robertson) logos gnōseōs > This gift is insight (illumination) 

according to (κατα — kata) the same Spirit. 
 

Utley > These are two different Greek terms, "wisdom" (i.e., sophia) and "knowledge" 
(i.e., gnōsis). They reflect the Hebrew distinction between "wisdom" and "knowledge."  
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The first is practical and the second, more academic. The first relates to living the 
Christian life and the second to a proper explanation of Christian doctrine. 

 

Healing > (Utley) This term is plural ... which is literally "gifts of cures." 

 

Benson > It must be observed, however, that, in the exercise of this gift, none endued 
with it, not even the apostles, were permitted to act according to their own pleasure; 
but were always directed to the exercise of it by an impression on their minds from God; 
otherwise Paul would not have left Trophimus sick at Miletus; nor have suffered his 
beloved Timothy to labour under his infirmities; nor Epaphroditus to be sick nigh unto 
death. 

 

Distinguishing > (Strong’s) diakrisis > the act of judgment 
 

Wuest Translation > and to another the correct evaluation of those individuals who give 

forth divine revelations 
 

Tongues > (Fee) "It should be noted … that only tongues is included in every list of 'gifts' in 
these three chapters. Its place at the conclusion of each list in chap. 12, but at the 
beginning in 13:1 and 14:6, suggests that the problem lies here. It is listed last not because 
it is 'least,' but because it is the problem. 

 

Utley > This is the Greek term for "tongue" (i.e., glōssa). It was used in the OT as a 
synonym for "nation." In Greek it was used for speaking the language of a nation. This 
would imply that it had the connotation of a known human language. However, the 
need for an interpreter, which also is a spiritual gift, instead of a translator, along with 
Paul's fuller discussion in chapter 14, leads one to think this was an ecstatic utterance at 
Corinth. 

 

MacArthur > The temporary sign gifts were limited to the apostolic age and therefore 

ceased after that time. Those gifts included miracles, healing, languages, and the 

interpretation of languages. The purpose of temporary sign gifts was to authenticate the 

apostolic message as the Word of God, until the time when the Scriptures, His written 

Word, were, completed and became self-authenticating. 
 

Even with Jesus, the working of miracles, just as the work of healing, was confirmation of 

His coming as Messiah, the carrier of God’s power and message. Near the end of his gospel 

John says, “Many other signs therefore Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, 

which are not written in this book; but these have been written that you may believe that 

Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name” (John 

20:30-31). 
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11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one 

individually just as He wills. 
 

Works > (Strong’s) energeo > to be at work, to work, to do 
 

Individually > (Strong’s) one's own, distinct 
 


