
(1) 

 

I Corinthians 

 

Chapter 16:1-24 
 

1Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the churches of Galatia, so 

do you also. 2On the first day of every week each one of you is to put aside and save, 

as he may prosper, so that no collections be made when I come.  
 

Now concerning the collection for the saints > The wording of this opening really seems to 
indicate it is a response to one of their questions. 

 

Constable > I have chosen to include this section with the others that deal with 
questions the Corinthians had asked Paul, rather than with Paul's concluding comments, 
because it begins with "peri de" (now concerning) (7:1, 25; 8:1; 12:1; 16:12; cf. 8:4). 
Probably they had asked about the collection Paul was assembling in a letter or through 
messengers. 

 

Collection > (Strong’s) a collection, collecting (of money), particularly of an irregular local 

contribution for religious purposes. 
 

Liddell-Scott - collection of taxes or voluntary contributions. The word appears in the 

papyri in the sense of collection, particularly in the sense of religious collection for a god 

or temple. 

 

Precept Austin > The definite article before collection speaks of a specific (known) 

collection 
 

Barnes > The use of the article here shows that he had mentioned it to them before, and 
that it was a subject which they would readily understand. It was not new to them, but it 
was needful only to give some instructions in regard to the manner in which it should be 
done, and not in regard to the occasion for the collection, or the duty of making it. 

 

Robertson and Plummer > Paul uses seven words in speaking of this collection;  
1. logia (v. 1) 

2. charis  (gift, favor) (1 Cor 16:3; 2 Cor. 8:4) 

3. koinonia  (participation, contribution) (2 Cor. 8:4, 9:13; Ro. 15:26) 

4. diakonia  (support, ministry) (2 Cor. 8:4, 2 Cor 9:1, 12, 13) 

5. hadrotes  (generous)  (2 Cor. 8:20) 

6. eulogia  (bountiful  (2 Cor. 9:5) 

7. leitourgia  (service) (2 Cor. 9:12) 

8. also, eleemosunas  (alms) (Acts 24:17) 

9. and, prospsorai  (offerings) (Acts 24:17) 
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Directed > (Strong’s) to arrange thoroughly, to charge, appoint 
 

Do > (Precept Austin) Do is a command ...  calling for their immediate attention to his 
directive 

 

Save > (Strong’s) to lay up, store up 
 

Put aside and store > (Vincent) Lay by him in store ... Lit., put by himself treasuring. Put by at 
home. 
 

Prosper > (Strong’s) to have a prosperous journey 
 

As he may prosper > (A. T. Robertson) This is literally "whatever if he may be prospered" 

 

Wuest Translation (vs 2) > On every first day of the week let each one of you have the habit of 

putting aside at home whatever he may be prospered in, accumulating and keeping it in 

reserve, in order that when I may come, then there may not be any collections 
 

3When I arrive, whomever you may approve, I will send them with letters to carry 

your gift to Jerusalem; 4and if it is fitting for me to go also, they will go with me. 
 

Approve > (Strong’s) to test, by implication to approve 
 

If > (Precept Austin) The IF is (Greek grammar) which describes a potential action or 
probability. 

 

Fitting > (Strong’s) of weight, of worth, worthy 
 

Wuest > And if it be sufficiently large 
 

Brian Bell > Giving should be Grace Giving! Paul who spoke most freely on this topic in 
the NT never mentioned tithing (10%). We aren’t obligated to tithe, instead we have the 
opportunity to give as the Lord lays it on our hearts.. Grace-giving not tithing! 

 

Fee > "No pressure, no gimmicks, no emotion. A need had to be met, and the Corinthians 
were capable of playing a role in it. In a day of highly visible campaigns for money on every 
side, there is something to be said for the more consistent, purposeful approach outlined 
here." 

 

5But I will come to you after I go through Macedonia, for I am going through 

Macedonia; 6and perhaps I will stay with you, or even spend the winter, so that you 

may send me on my way wherever I may go. 
 

Paul wrote this letter to the Corinthians when he was in Ephesus.  The passage on the next 
page, and the map, will clarify the circumstances. 
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Precept Austin > Acts 20: 1-3 > 1After the uproar had ceased (Chapter 19 > Ephesus > regarding 

the worship of Diana) Paul sent for the disciples, and when he had exhorted them and taken his 

leave of them, he left to go to Macedonia (northward, probably to Troas and across the 

Agean Sea to Macedonia). 2When he had gone through those districts (the churches 

included Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea) and had given them much exhortation, he came 

to Greece (aka Achaia). 3And there he spent 3 months (most of this time apparently in 

Corinth), and when a plot was formed against him by the Jews as he was about to set sail for 

Syria, he decided to return through Macedonia. 
 
 

 
 

 

7For I do not wish to see you now just in passing; for I hope to remain with you for 

some time, if the Lord permits. 8But I will remain in Ephesus until Pentecost; 9for a 

wide door for effective service has opened to me, and there are many adversaries. 
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In passing > (Strong’s) a passing or passage (usage > a passing by or through) 
 

Pentacost > (Constable) The Jews celebrated "Pentecost" in late May or early June, so Paul 
probably wrote 1 Corinthians in the spring of the year. 

 

Utley > Paul was writing from Ephesus on his third missionary journey. He was later 
attacked by a group within the church at Corinth because of his supposed "fickle" travel 
plans (cf. 2 Cor. 1:15ff). He first was going to take the sea route to Corinth and then pass 
through Macedonia, but since he wanted to stay longer, he decided to go by land route 
through Macedonia first and then to Corinth. He stayed the winter there (cf. Acts 
20:2,3). Some in the church used Paul's indecision in his travel plans to attack his 
theology (i.e., gospel). 

 

A wide door > (Robertson) A wide open door. 

 

Adversaries > (Precept Austin) Adversaries is actually a verb ... depicting many enemies 
continually lined up, as it were" against Paul!  

 

And there are many adversaries > (Precept Austin) > 2 Corinthians 1:8-11 >  8For we do not 

want you to be unaware, brethren, of our affliction which came to us in Asia (Precept Austin > 

“Ephesus”), that we were burdened excessively, beyond our strength, so that we despaired 

even of life; 9indeed, we had the sentence of death within ourselves so that we would not 

trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead; 10who delivered us from so great a peril 

of death, and will deliver us, He on whom we have set our hope. And He will yet deliver 

us, 11you also joining in helping us through your prayers, so that thanks may be given by 

many persons on our behalf for the favor bestowed on us through the prayers of many. 
 

10Now if Timothy comes, see that he is with you without cause to be afraid, for he is 

doing the Lord’s work, as I also am. 11So let no one despise him. But send him on his 

way in peace, so that he may come to me; for I expect him with the brethren. 
 

 It is sad that verses 10 and 11 even needed to be written 
 

Now if Timothy comes > (Precept Austin) > Acts 19:22 > 22And having sent into Macedonia 

two of those who ministered to him, Timothy and Erastus, he himself stayed in Asia (he was 

in Ephesus at this time) for a while. 

 

See > (Precept Austin) See is present (continual) imperative (a command) calling for their 
continual attention to "put him at ease." 

 

Despise > (Strong’s) to despise, treat with contempt 
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12But concerning Apollos our brother, I encouraged him greatly to come to you with 

the brethren; and it was not at all his desire to come now, but he will come when he 

has opportunity. 
 

 Concerning > (Precept Austin) But (or now) concerning is the same Greek phrase (peri de)  
 used in 1 Cor 7:1+ which introduced the section on questions from the Corinthians 

 

Not at all > (Strong’s) (not) altogether, by all means  (How do you read Apollos’ mindset?) 
 

Zodhiates > "Observe that Paul not only recognizes this as the prerogative of Apollos to 
choose when to go to Corinth, but he does not presume to know better what is the best 
time ... The verb eukairḗsē, good or opportune time, is in the active voice, meaning that 
it was the right of the individual to choose for himself. For this reason, Paul only requested 
Apollos to go to Corinth when he wanted him to go, but he left the execution of the plan 
to Apollos' judgment." 

 

13Be on the alert, stand firm in the faith, act like men, be strong. 14Let all that you do be 

done in love. 
 

Utley > 16:13-14 This is a series of five present (continual) imperatives (a command). They 
are very similar to the practical admonitions of 1 Cor. 15:58. The first four are third person 
plural and have a military background. The last is second person singular and seems to 
address the corporate church. 

1. 13Be on the alert    (Its basin meaning is to be awake ... “watch out”) 

2. stand firm in the faith   (Military term for holding one’s position) 

3. act like men    (a mature man or a husband) 
(Swindoll > The original Greek word means “to  

conduct one’s self in a manly or courageous  

way.”) 

4. be strong.  

5. 14Let all that you do be done in love. (Notice “all” is fronted for emphasis) 
 

15Now I urge you, brethren (you know the household of Stephanas, that they were the 

first fruits of Achaia, and that they have devoted themselves for ministry to the 

saints), 16that you also be in subjection to such men and to everyone who helps in the 

work and labors.  
 

First fruits > (MacArthur) The first fruits were the part of a crop that was harvested first. Its 
appearance was a sign to the farmer that the remainder of the crop would also soon be 
ready to harvest. The conversion of Stephanas and his household was a sign that God was 
ready to reap an even greater harvest of souls in Corinth and the rest of Achaia. The 
believers to whom Paul wrote this letter were all a part of that harvest. 
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Devoted > (Strong’s) to draw up in order, arrange 
 

 Ministry > (Strong’s) diakonia > The root word for deacon 

 

They have devoted themselves for ministry to the saints > Wuest Translation > they took 

upon themselves the responsibility of a ministering service to the saints 
 

 Subjection > (Utley) (The Greek word) is a military term for aligning oneself within a chain of  
 command. 

 

That you also be in subjection to such men > (Constable) The Corinthians had a special 
problem with submission to authority, as we have seen. Many in the church wanted to do 
their own thing. 

 

17I rejoice over the coming of Stephanas and Fortunatus and Achaicus, because they 

have supplied what was lacking on your part. 18For they have refreshed my spirit and 

yours. Therefore acknowledge such men. 
 

They have supplied what was lacking on your part > (Utley) This phrase sounds negative in 
English, but it is not meant that way. Their report brought Paul news from this church 
which he loved, even with all of its problems (cf. 1 Cor. 16:24). They functioned as the 
churches' representatives to Paul. Exactly what they did for Paul, besides bring him joy with 
their presence, is uncertain. 

 

19The churches of Asia greet you. Aquila and Prisca greet you heartily in the Lord, with 

the church that is in their house.  
 

Aquila and Prisca > (Got Questions) The story of these two friends of the apostle Paul is 
told in Acts 18. Aquila, a Jewish Christian, and his wife, Priscilla, first met Paul in Corinth, 
became good friends of his, and shared in his work. These two remarkable people belong in 
the pantheon of Christian heroes, and their ministry is both an encouragement and an 
example for us. 
 

When we first meet Aquila and Priscilla, we are told that they had come to Corinth from 
Italy as victims of Roman persecution, not for their Christian faith but because Aquila was a 
Jew. The Emperor Claudius expelled all Jews from Rome, and no doubt Jews deemed it 
unsafe to remain in any part of Italy. Aquila and Priscilla found their way to Corinth and 
settled there, pursuing their trade as tentmakers. When Paul, a tentmaker himself, came to 
Corinth, he went to see them, no doubt having heard of their faith in Christ. Paul lived and 
worked with them while founding the Corinthian church. 
 

After a year and a half, Paul left for Ephesus and took Aquila and Priscilla with him. The 
couple stayed in Ephesus when Paul left and established a church in their home (1 
Corinthians 16:19).  
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Then an eloquent preacher named Apollos came through Ephesus. Apollos was mighty in 
the Scriptures, but he only knew the baptism of John. This means Apollos knew Christ had 
come and fulfilled John’s prophecies, but he didn’t know the significance of Christ’s death 
and resurrection, the ministry of the indwelling Holy Spirit, or the mystery of the church 
containing both Jews and Gentiles. Priscilla and her husband took Apollos aside and 
explained these things to him (Acts 18:24-26). Both Aquila and Priscilla possessed an in-
depth understanding of doctrine learned from Paul, and this husband and wife team was 
able to pass it on to another Christian and build him up in the faith. 
 

These two remarkable people set an example for us of hospitality, seen in opening their 
home to Paul and using their house as a meeting place for the church. We are also 
impressed by their passion for Christ and their hunger for knowledge of Him. 
 

Another hallmark of the lives of Priscilla and Aquila is their desire to build others in the 
faith. Paul’s last reference to them is in his last letter. Paul was imprisoned in Rome and 
writing to Timothy one last time. Timothy was pastoring the church at Ephesus, and Aquila 
and Priscilla are there with him, still faithfully ministering (2 Timothy 4:19). To the end, 
Aquila and Priscilla were offering hospitality to other Christians, spreading the gospel they 
had learned from Paul, and rendering faithful service to the Master.  

 

20All the brethren greet you. Greet one another with a holy kiss. 
 

Holy kiss > (Constable) The "holy kiss," holy because saints (1:2) exchanged it, was a 
common practice among believers, and it still is today in some parts of the world 

 

21The greeting is in my own hand—Paul.  
 
 
 

22If anyone does not love the Lord, he is to be accursed. Maranatha. 
 

 Love > (Barclay) Normally Paul used the Greek word agape for "love" (except in Titus 3:15).  
 Here he used phileo  
 

Wuest Translation > If anyone is not fond of the Lord, let him be anathema. 
 

Accursed > (Strong’s) anathema >  that which is laid up, a votive offering (Usage > a votive 
offering, a thing devoted to God; a curse, the thing cursed.) 

 

Utley > "Anathema" is a Greek word which reflects the Hebrew term "herem" or 
something dedicated to God, which then becomes holy and must be destroyed (ex. 
Jericho in Jos. 6:17-19). It came to be used in the sense of a divine curse (cf. Acts 
22:12,14; Rom. 9:31; 1 Cor. 12:3; 16:22; Gal. 1:8-9). This strong statement may reflect 
the presence of the false teachers at Corinth (cf. 1 Cor. 12:3). 

 

 Maranatha > (Strong’s) marana tha > Lord, come! 
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Accursed. Maranatha > (Vincent) Not to be joined with anathema as one phrase (the KJV 
translates this passage as “Anathema Maranatha”). Rev., properly, a period after 
anathema. Maranatha means the Lord cometh. It was a reminder of the second coming. 

 

 23The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you. 24My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 
 

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you > (Constable) Paul concluded this strong, but loving 

epistle, with a prayerful benediction of God's "grace." Note that this letter also began, 

"Grace to you" (1:3). 
 

Love > (Strong’s) agape 


