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II Corinthians 

 

Chapter 2:1-17 
 

1But I determined this for my own sake, that I would not come to you in sorrow 

again.  
 

Constable > This chapter division is artificial. Paul now clarified what he meant in 1:23: "to 
spare you I did not come again to Corinth." 
 

II Corinthians 1:23 > 23But I call God as witness to my soul, that to spare you I did not 

come again to Corinth.  
 

(Constable then asks us to consider ‘when’ the ‘sorrowful’ visit occurred.  It was in his 
first visit when he established the church so it had to have happened after that.  David 
Lowery concurs with Constable that it happened right after the writing of I Corinthians 
(but not found in the book of Acts.) 

 

 Determined > (Strong’s) to judge, decide 
 

My own sake > (Strong’s) of myself 
 

Sorrow > (Strong’s) pain of body or mind, grief, sorrow 
 

2For if I cause you sorrow, who then makes me glad but the one whom I made 

sorrowful?  

 

I > (Vincent) “I” is emphatic, implying that there are enough others who caused them 
trouble. 

 

Cause you sorrow > (Strong’s) to distress, to grieve 
 

Constable > Evidently, if Paul had come to them as originally planned, he would have 
had to severely rebuke and or discipline them for some situation that existed in the 
church. Instead of doing this—and producing sorrow—he decided to wait and give them 
an opportunity to deal with the problem themselves. (Which they did ... see verse 3) 

 

Utley > I like the NJB translation of this verse, "for if I cause you distress I am causing 

distress to my only possible source of joy." Paul did not enjoy the confrontational aspect 
of his apostolic responsibility. 

 

3This is the very thing I wrote you, so that when I came, I would not have sorrow from 

those who ought to make me rejoice; having confidence in you all that my joy would 

be the joy of you all.  
 



(2) 

 

Confidence > (Strong’s) to persuade, to have confidence (It is interesting that the source 
word for confidence is the word for faith or trust.  Paul is stating that he has the faith or 
trust in them that they will hear, understand, and do what is asked of them.  Titus’ report 
back says that that was what, indeed, happened.  See below:) 

 

II Corinthians 7:5-9 > 5For even when we came into Macedonia our flesh had no rest, but 

we were afflicted on every side: conflicts without, fears within. 6But God, who comforts 

the depressed, comforted us by the coming of Titus; 7and not only by his coming, but 

also by the comfort with which he was comforted in you, as he reported to us your 

longing, your mourning, your zeal for me; so that I rejoiced even more. 8For though I 

caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not regret it; though I did regret it-- [for] I see that 

that letter caused you sorrow, though only for a while. 9I now rejoice, not that you were 

made sorrowful, but that you were made sorrowful to [the point of] repentance; for you 

were made sorrowful according to [the will of] God, so that you might not suffer loss in 

anything through us. 
 

4For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I wrote to you with many tears; not 

so that you would be made sorrowful, but that you might know the love which I have 

especially for you. 
 

Barnes > The reason was, that he resolved not to come to them, if he could avoid it, with 

severity; that his heart was pained even with the necessity of sending such a letter; that he 

wrote it with much anguish of spirit; yet that he cherished toward them the most tender 

love. 
 

Affliction > (HELPS Word Studies) properly, pressure (what constricts or rubs together), 
used of a narrow place that "hems someone in"; tribulation, especially internal 
pressure that causes someone to feel confined (restricted, "without options"). 

 

Anguish > (Strong’s) a holding together, distress 
 

Vincent > So anguish, from the Latin, angere to choke: anger, which, in earlier English, 
means affiction, mental torture: anxious: the Latin anguis a snake, marking the serpent 
by his throttling. 

 

Many tears > Paul was tough ... all his trials, beatings, and afflictions confirm that opinion.  
But he was also tender.  He truly loved and cared for his flock. 
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Hodge > When the offender is made to feel that, while his sin is punished, he himself is 
loved; and that the end aimed at is not his suffering but his good, he is the more likely to 
be brought to repentance. Every pastor must see in the apostle's love for the 
Corinthians, and in the extreme sorrow with which he exercised discipline, in the case of 
offenders, an instructive example for his imitation." 

 

5But if any has caused sorrow, he has caused sorrow not to me, but in some degree—in 

order not to say too much—to all of you.  
 

Sorrow > (Strong’s) to distress, to grieve 
 

Not to say too much > (Robertson) There is a parenthesis (that I press not too heavily) that 
interrupts the flow of ideas. (The Greek word means) to put a burden on, is a late word, 
only in Paul in N.T. (here and I Thessalonians 2:9 and II Thessalonians 3:8) He does not wish 
to give pain by too severe language. 
 

Barnes > The sense is, "Grief has been produced. I, in common with the church, have 
been pained, and deeply pained, with the conduct of the individual referred to; and with 
that of his abettors and friends. But I would not charge the whole church with it; or 
seem to bear hard on them, or overcharge them with lack of zeal for their purity, or 
unwillingness to remove the evil." They had shown their willingness to correct the evil 
by promptly removing the offender when he had directed it. The sense of this verse 
should be connected with the verse that follows; and the idea is, that they had promptly 
administered sufficient discipline, and that they were not now to be charged severely 
with having neglected it. 

 

Wuest > Now, if, as is the case, anyone has caused grief, he has not grieved me, but to some 

extent he has caused grief to you all, in order that I may not be exerting too much pressure 

upon you all. 

 

6Sufficient for such a one is this punishment which was inflicted by the majority, 7so 

that on the contrary you should rather forgive and comfort him, otherwise such a one 

might be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow. 8Wherefore I urge you to reaffirm your love 

for him.  
 

Urged > (John Calvin) He "urged" this action, not ordered it, because true Christian love 
must be spontaneous and unforced, or it ceases to be what it professes to be. The 
"majority" may refer to the whole church. The minority apparently held out for more 
severe discipline of this person. Thus Paul threw the whole weight of his apostolic authority 
behind forgiving, as he had previously thrown it behind disciplining 

 

9For to this end also I wrote, so that I might put you to the test, whether you are obedient 

in all things.  

http://biblehub.com/2_corinthians/2-5.htm
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Test > (Utley) This refers to a test of metal coins to make sure of their genuineness. It 
seems to have the connotation in the NT of "to test with a view toward approval." 

 

Barnes > And the sense is, "You may now forgive him. He has not only been sufficiently 

punished, and he has not only evinced suitable penitence, but also another object which I 

had in view has been accomplished. I desired to see whether you were, as a church, 

disposed to be obedient. That object, also, has been accomplished. And now, since 

everything aimed at in the case of discipline has been secured, you may forgive him, and 

should, without hesitation, again receive him to the bosom of the church." 
 

10But one whom you forgive anything, I forgive also; for indeed what I have forgiven, if 

I have forgiven anything, I did it for your sakes in the presence of Christ, 11so that no 

advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes. 
 

Forgive ... Forgiven > (Utley) This term, charizomai (cf. 2 Cor. 2:7,10; 12:13) is from the 
root chairō, which means to rejoice, be glad. In this context it means to graciously forgive 
or remit 

 

For your sakes > (Utley) This is Paul's way of asserting that the restoration of the offender 
will strengthen the church. 

 

Advantage > (Strong’s) to have more, to overreach 
 

Barnes > The literal translation of the Greek would be, "That we may not be defrauded 
by Satan." 

 

Schemes > (Strong’s) thought, purpose 
 

12Now when I came to Troas for the gospel of Christ and when a door was opened for 

me in the Lord, 13I had no rest for my spirit, not finding Titus my brother; but taking my 

leave of them, I went on to Macedonia. 
 

Troas > (Vincent) The full name of the city was Alexandria Troas. It was founded by 
Antigonos, one of the successors of Alexander the Great, and originally called by him 
Antigonia Troas. It was finished by Lysimachus, another of Alexander's generals, and called 
by him Alexandria Troas. It stood upon the seashore, about four miles from ancient Troy, 
and six miles south of the entrance to the Hellespont. It was, for many centuries, the key of 
the traffic between Europe and Asia, having an artificial port consisting of two basins. Its 
ruins, with their immense arches and great columns of granite, indicate a city of much 
splendor. 
 

Taking my leave > (Vincent) The verb means, primarily, to set apart or separate; hence to 
separate one's self, withdraw, and so to take leave of. 
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Wuest > Now, having come to Troas for the purpose of preaching the good news of the 

Christ, and a door having been opened for me by the Lord, I have had no relaxation in my 

spirit because I did not find Titus, my brother, but having bidden them farewell, I went off to 

Macedonia. 
 

14But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and manifests 

through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every place. 15For we are a 

fragrance of Christ to God among those who are being saved and among those who are 

perishing; 16to the one an aroma from death to death, to the other an aroma from life to 

life. And who is adequate for these things?  
 

Leads us in triumph > (Vincent) It is derived from θρίαμβος a hymn to Bacchus, sung in 
festal processions, and was used to denote the Roman "triumph," celebrated by victorious 
generals on their return from their campaigns.  

 

Fragrance of Christ > (Barclay) In an actual Triumph the procession of the victorious 
general marched through the streets of Rome to the Capitol in the following order.  

• First, there came the state officials and the senate.  

• Then there came the trumpeters.  

• Then there were carried the spoils taken from the conquered land. For instance, 
when Titus conquered Jerusalem the seven-branched candlestick, the golden table of 
the shew-bread and the golden trumpets were carried through the streets of Rome.  

• Then there came pictures of the conquered land and models of conquered citadels 
and ships.  

• There followed the white bull for sacrifice which would be made.  

• Then there walked the wretched captives, the enemy princes, leaders and generals in 
chains, shortly to be flung into prison and in all probability almost immediately to be 
executed.  

• Then there came the lictors [minor judicial officials] bearing their rods, followed by 
the musicians with their lyres.  

• Then there came the priests swinging their censers with the sweetsmelling incense 
burning in them.  

• And then there came the general himself. He stood in a chariot drawn by four horses. 
He was clad in a purple tunic embroidered with golden palm leaves, and over it a 
purple toga marked out with golden stars. In his hand he held an ivory sceptre with 
the Roman eagle at the top of it, and over his head a slave held the crown of Jupiter.  

• After him there rode his family,  

• and finally there came the army wearing all their decorations and shouting Io 
triumphe! their cry of triumph.  
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That is the picture that is in Paul's mind. He sees the conquering Christ marching in triumph 
throughout the world, and himself in that conquering train. It is a triumph which, Paul is 
certain nothing can stop.  

 

17For we are not like many, peddling the word of God, but as from sincerity, but as from 

God, we speak in Christ in the sight of God. 
 

Peddling > (Strong’s) to make a trade of  
 

 Helps Word Studies > to act as an unscrupulous merchant, i.e. "a huckster" who profits  
 by "peddling the Word of God" for personal gain. 

 

Vincent > The term included dealers in victuals and all sorts of wares, but was especially 
applied to retailers of wine, with whom adulteration and short measure were matters of 
course. 

 

Barnes > The word used here occurs nowhere else in the New Testament and does not 
occur in the Septuagint. The word is derived from (a source word) which signifies 
properly a huckster, or a retailer of wine, a petty chapman; a man who buys up articles 
for the purpose of selling them again. 

 

Sincerity > (Strong’s) clearness, by implication purity, sincerity (The source word has the 
meaning of judged by sunlight, unalloyed, pure and was originally translated as unmixed, 
pure, uncontaminated, sincere) 

 

Utley > This term is from a root "to be unmixed" (cf. 2 Cor. 1:12). This would be the 
opposite of "peddling." This rare word for sincerity is possibly a compound term from 
"sunshine" and "judge." It conveys the concept of unhidden, pure motives (cf. 1 Cor. 5:8; 
2 Cor. 1:12; 2:17; Phil. 1:10; 2 Pet. 3:1). Notice the parallel between "but as from 
sincerity" and "but as from God." 

 
 

 


