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II Thessalonians 

  

Chapter 1:1-12 
 

1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ: 2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ. 
 

(Barnes) Paul refers to an error which had grown up, apparently in consequence of a 
misunderstanding of his First Epistle 2 Thessalonians 2:1-2, an error which he regarded as 
of great magnitude, and which was producing very unhappy results 2 Thessalonians 3:11-
12, and it was natural that he should hasten to correct that error as soon as possible ... 
Either by a false interpretation of his former Epistle, or by an epistle forged in his name and 
sent to them, the opinion had become prevalent in the church at Thessalonica that the 
Saviour was about to appear, and that the end of the world was at hand. 

 

2 Thessalonians 2:1-2 > Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, regarding the coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, 2 that you not be quickly shaken 

from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit, or a message, or a letter as if from 

us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come. 
 

2 Thessalonians 3:11-12 > 1 For we hear that some among you are leading an 

undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies. 12 Now we command 

and exhort such persons in the Lord Jesus Christ to work peacefully and eat their own 

bread.  
 

Silvanus > (Precept Austin) Silvanus is a Roman proper name ("person of the woods" from 
Latin "silva" = wood, originally the name of the "god" of the woods) and is generally 
regarded as synonymous with Silas apparently the contracted form of Silvanus. Luke always 
calls him Silas, but Paul always uses Silvanus.  

 

Timotheos > (Precept Austin) Timotheos from Time = worth or merit of some object 
+ theos =God) means literally "honoring God". The Greek word for "honor" has in it the 
ideas of reverence and veneration. 

 

Grace ... and peace > (Precept Austin) The common greeting among the Greeks 
was chairein ("rejoice, greetings")" while the Hebrew greeting was shalom ("peace, 
prosperity, wellbeing"). Christianity took these everyday words of greeting and 
transformed them into vehicles able to convey the distinctive truths of the gospel.  
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God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ > (Utley) (In the Greek there is the proposition en 
> in written before the word God ... therefore in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Utley goes on to explain the significance of the Greek grammar in such a case) The 
grammatical structure (one proposition "en" with two objects "Father" and "Lord") is one 
of the ways that NT authors linked the Father and the Son (cf. 1 Thess. 1:1). This 
grammatical construction would assert Their equality and thereby Jesus' deity. 
 

1 Thess. 1:1 > To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace. 
 

3 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as 

is only fitting, because your faith is increasing abundantly, and the love of each and 

every one of you toward one another grows ever greater.  
 

(Utley) 2 Thessalonians 1:3-10 is one sentence in Greek. 
 

3 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is only fitting, 

because your faith is increasing abundantly, and the love of each and every one of you 

toward one another grows ever greater. 4 As a result, we ourselves speak proudly of you 

among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your 

persecutions and afflictions which you endure. 5 This is a plain indication of God’s 

righteous judgment so that you will be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for 

which you indeed are suffering. 6 For after all it is only right for God to repay with 

affliction those who afflict you, 7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted, along with 

us, when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels 8 in flaming 

fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God, and to those who do not obey 

the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 These people will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, 

away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 10 when He comes to 

be glorified among His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have 

believed—because our testimony to you was believed.  
 

Ought > (Strong’s) owe 

 

(HELPS) a primitive verb > to owe, indebted 
 

(Robertson) Paul feels a sense of obligation to keep on giving thanks to God because of 
God's continued blessings on the Thessalonians. He uses the same idiom again in II 
Thessalonians 2:13 and nowhere else in his thanksgivings. It is not necessity (δε) that 
Paul here notes, but a sense of personal obligation. 
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II Thessalonians 2:13 > 13 But we should always give thanks to God for you, brothers 

and sisters beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for 

salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.  
 

Fitting > (Strong’s) of weight, of worth, worthy 
 

(Precept Austin) Fitting is axios which literally pictures a scale and what is on one side of 
the scale brings up the other beam of the scales. 

 

(Wuest) We have a sense of personal obligation to be constantly thanking God at all times 

concerning you, brethren, even as it is fitting and proper 
 

Faith ... Love > What is missing in Paul’s normal trilogy?  
 

(Utley) But notice "hope" is missing. There was still much confusion in this area (i.e., the 
Second Coming). 
 

(As we study we will see what Paul does to bring them back to a position of hope. He 
has already commented and complimented them on their faith and love.) 

 

4 As a result, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for 

your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which 

you endure.  
 

We ourselves speak proudly of you > (Utley) The emphasis of this phrase is on "we 

ourselves" in contrast to "you." The church itself felt weak. Paul saw and articulated their 

strengths. 

 

(Precept Austin) We ourselves is emphatic 
 

(Hiebert) Others are talking about the Thessalonians, and the founders, justly proud of 

their converts, cannot restrain themselves from doing likewise. 
 

Speak proudly > (HELPS) (The Greek main word is one which) likely comes from the root, 

auχēn ("neck"), i.e. what holds the head up high (upright); therefore > properly, living with 

"head up high," i.e. boasting from a particular vantage point 
 

Perseverance > (Utley) This is literally "voluntary, active, steadfast endurance" 
 

Faith > (Strong’s) pistis > faith, faithfulness 
 

(Constable) "Faith" (Gr. pistis) usually refers to faith in someone or something, but often 
it means "faithfulness" (e.g., Rom. 3:3; Gal. 5:22; Titus 2:10). It probably has the latter 
meaning here. We could translate it "faithful perseverance" 
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Rom. 3:3 > 3 What then? If some did not believe, their unbelief will not nullify the 

faithfulness (Gr. pistis) of God, will it? 
 

Gal. 5:22 > 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness (Gr. pistis), 

 

(Before we move on ... what is Paul’s real message here?  Were his comments just to 
compliment them?  What has the above persecution produced in them?) 
 

(What have some very tough times produced in you?) 
 

5 This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judgment so that you will be considered 

worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you indeed are suffering.  
 

A plain indication > (Strong’s) an indication, a proof (The source word is one meaning to 

show) 
 

(Steve Lewis) explains this easy to confuse passage this way - It looked to the Thessalonians 
like the tribulation (persecutions and afflictions) they were experiencing did not make sense 
in light of the righteous judgment of God. Does God let the righteous suffer without 
punishing their persecutors? Is there unrighteousness in God for allowing His children to 
suffer? Something about the Thessalonians was a plain indication (endeigma = indicator, 
evidence, confirmed proof) that God does indeed judge righteously. The indicator was not 
the trials themselves, but their response to the trials. Their perseverance and faith provided 
a solid proof that God was at work within them, enabling them to behave in ways that were 
opposite to their own natural desires.   

 

(Constable) A hot fire burning under gold ore separates the gold from the dross, and 
reveals the "gold" to be what it actually is. In the same way, the fire of trials can 
separate the Christian from the unsaved, and show him to be what he really is. He is 
what he is by God's grace. It is God's grace that qualifies a person for millennial service 
and heaven, not suffering. But suffering, if properly responded to, exposes the quality of 
the person whom God's grace is transforming. 

 

Considered worthy > (Precept Austin) kataxioo > means to deem worthy, to be regarded as 
worthy or thought of as deserving. All NT uses are passive voice which is important as this 
indicates the "worthiness" comes from an outside source. All three uses describe believers 
and two of the uses are in the context of salvation (Lk 20:35, 2 Th 1:5).  Kataxioo means 
they are not made worthy, but declared worthy by God and by His grace.  
 

Luke 20:35 > 35 but those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and the 

resurrection from the dead, neither marry nor are given in marriage; 
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Are suffering > (Precept Austin) means, first of all, to have an experience. In other words, 
the basic thought is what happens to a person (i.e., what they "experience.") It means to 
undergo something; to experience a sensation, to experience an impression from an 
outside source. 
 

(HELPS) properly, to feel heavy emotion, especially suffering; affected, experiencing 
feeling (literally "sensible" = "sensed-experience"); "the feeling of the mind, emotion, 
passion" (J. Thayer). 

 

6 For after all it is only right for God to repay with affliction those who afflict 

you, 7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted, along with us, when the Lord Jesus 

will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels 8 in flaming fire, dealing out 

retribution to those who do not know God, and to those who do not obey the gospel of 

our Lord Jesus.  
 

After all > (Strong’s) if perhaps 

 

Affliction > (Strong’s) tribulation 

 

(Precept Austin) Romans 2:9 > 9 There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of 

mankind who does evil, for the Jew first and also for the Greek,  
 

Along with us, when ... > The future tense should give them comfort ... this has not 

happened to this point in Paul’s writing 

 

When the Lord Jesus will be revealed > (Utley) Literally "at the revelation of the Lord 

Jesus." 
 

(Precept Austin) (apokalupto from apó = from + kalúpto = cover, conceal) literally means 

to remove the cover from and so the idea is to remove that which conceals something 

and making it fully known. 
 

Dealing out > (Vincent) Lit. giving or rendering 
 

Retribution > (Strong’s) vengeance, vindication 
 

9 These people will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of 

the Lord and from the glory of His power, 10 when He comes to be glorified among 

His saints on that day, and to be marveled at among all who have believed—because 

our testimony to you was believed.  
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Pay the penalty > (Strong’s) 

• Pay > tino > to pay, to pay a penalty 

• Penalty > dike > right (as self-evident), justice (the principle, a decision or its 

execution) 
 

(Precept Austin) It is worth noting that the Greek word for penalty (dike - see below) 

comes from the same root as the word righteous (dikaios), the implication being that 

the penalty is right and is deserved by those penalized! 
 

Destruction > (HELPS) properly, ruination with its full, destructive results > olethros 

("ruination") however does not imply "extinction" (annihilation). Rather it emphasizes the 

consequent loss that goes with the complete "undoing." 
 

(Barnes) The word ὄλεθρον olethron - "olethron" - occurs only here and in 1 Corinthians 
5:5; 1 Thessalonians 5:3; 1 Timothy 6:9; in each of which places it is rendered 
destruction. It does not denote annihilation 

 

(Utley) The term "destruction" (olethros) is also found in 1 Cor. 5:5; 1 Thess. 5:3; 1 Tim. 
6:9. It means "the loss of all that gives worth to existence" (Moulton, Milligan , p. 445), 
but not annihilation 
 

Presence > (Strong’s) face 

 

Glorified among His saints on that day > This is much more majestic that I first saw! 

(Precept Austin) alerts us to the fact that it is not “by His saints” but “in or among”! 
 

(B H Carroll) What does this mean glorified in His saints? John says 2 Beloved, now we 

are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when 

He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is. (1 John 3:2) So 

John says "like Him" which means we will be glorified. 
 

In Col 3:4 Paul writes 4 When Christ, who is our life, is revealed (phaneroo = make visible 

that which has been hidden), then you also will be revealed (phaneroo) with Him in 

glory. And so at the Second Coming of Christ glorified believers will be like Him and will 
reflect Christ’s glory.  
 

(Morris) > Philippians 3:20-21 > 20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also 

eagerly wait [apekdechomai (HELPS) from apó, "away from," déxomai, "welcome" 

and ekdíkēsis, "out of") – a triple compound (properly) meaning "welcome from and out 

of"; waiting that decisively "puts away" all that should remain behind.]  for a Savior, the 

Lord Jesus Christ;  
 

https://www.preceptaustin.org/1_peter_120-21#appeared
https://www.preceptaustin.org/1_peter_120-21#appeared
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21 who will transform the body of our lowly condition into conformity 

with His glorious body, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all 

things to Himself. 
 

11 To this end also we pray for you always, that our God will consider you worthy of 

your calling, and fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith with 

power, 12 so that the name of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you, and you in Him, in 

accordance with the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

End > (Strong’s) to or into (indicating the point reached or entered, of place, time, purpose, 

result) 
 

We pray > (John Phillips) Paul himself seems to have been overwhelmed at the 

magnificence of this prospect. As usual, when Paul found himself overwhelmed, he prayed! 
 

Paul prays ... that (a specific prayer) ... so that (a specific result will happen).  This is 

Paul’s normal format in his prayers.  See how it plays out in these two verses 
 

We pray for you always, that our God will consider you worthy of your calling, and 

fulfill every desire for goodness and the work of faith with power, 12 so that the name 

of our Lord Jesus will be glorified in you, and you in Him, in accordance with the 

grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

We need to consider following the above in our own prayer lives.   

• What specifically are we praying for in another person or situation?   

• What specifically do we want to see accomplished as a result of our prayer?  

• How does our accomplished goal glorify the Lord? 
 

(Ray Stedman)       Paul is saying, "Hold fast. Keep steady. Remain faithful.” 
  

You have the resolve to do so in the desire given you by the Spirit,  

You have the faith to do so in the basis of fact revealed in the Scripture, and  

You have the power to do so since God himself dwells in you." 

 All this, "according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ."  
 

Granted that it may sometimes be hard. Some of you are going through difficult times. It 

is not easy to stand for Christ in your family when perhaps some members are against 

you. It is not easy to be loving, winsome and warm toward those who are cruel and 

caustic toward you at work. This can be a tough, brutal, ruthless world; Scripture faces 

that.  
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But what we are constantly reminded of is that the Lord Jesus is now being glorified 

when you hold steady, when you do not give up, when you do not allow yourself to fall 

into evil practices but are able to say no and walk away from them. That is when Jesus is 

being glorified, says the apostle, and for which he prays.  
 

And, says Paul, you also are being glorified! Inner changes are taking place in your life 

that you cannot even see. Others can see them better than you, but there are changes 

taking place. When the Lord Jesus shows us off before the whole world at the time of 

the unveiling of his presence, that glory that he has been shaping within us will blaze 

forth to such a degree it will make the whole universe gasp!  
 

What a hope! What a motivation to keep on keeping on! 


